The 2008 gold medal in the Older Readers Category was bestowed upon Sid Fleischman for The Entertainer and the Dybbuk, published by HarperCollins Children's Books. When the spirit of a twelve-year old Jewish boy, murdered by the Nazis, possesses the body of an American GI traveling through Europe as a second-rate ventriloquist, the pair is able to unmask the Nazi responsible. "Fleischman's knowledge of ventriloquism and senses of humor and humanity craft an imaginative and haunting story, and although all the action takes place after the war, the sense of loss and tragedy echo through the book," comments Kathe Pinchuck, incoming chair of the committee. "Wry humor adds dimension to the characters and suspense accelerates the pace." The book is recommended for grades [6] [7] [8] The content spans across the years from the origins of Jews, life in Europe, and the history of anti-Semitism to the post-war period, including the survivors, Nazi trials, stolen property, and concentration camps and present-day memorials. The book is supplemented by a DVD of personal testimonies from the archive of the USC Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual History and Education, in Los Angeles.
The amazing story of how a group of thirty-eight Jews managed to survive duringWorld War II for nearly a year in the underground caves ofWestern Ukraine is told with captivating narratives and descriptions, sharp full-color photographs, and an attractive layout and design in The Secret of Preist's Grotto by Peter Lane Taylor and Christos Nicola (Kar-Ben), also receiving a 2008 Honor Award for Older Readers. An extensive teaching guide, integrating language arts, math, science, and social studies, is included at www.karben.com, along with a podcast with the author and a photo slideshow ofthe caves.
For Teen Readers, the Honor Book was Let Sleeping Dogs Lie, by Mirjam Pressler, translated from the German by Erik J. Macki (Front Street/Boyds Mills Press). Seventeen year-old Johanna Riemenschneider's idyllic, privileged childhood comes to an abrupt end when she travels to Israel with her German classmates to meet Jewish alumni of their high school who fled the town during World War II. Originally published in German, this well-written, complex novel for mature teens (due to explicit sex scenes) raises important questions about the possible responsibility, shame, and guilt of young people today in Germany.
In addition to the medal-winners, the Committee designated twenty-three Notable Books of Jewish Content for 2008: eleven in the Younger Readers Category, eight in the Older Readers Category, and four for Teens. Notable titles, and more information about the Sydney Taylor Book Award, including how to order the CD-ROM compilation of all of the Committee's reviews, brochures, bookmarks, and gold and silver seals, may be found online at www.SydneyTaylorBookAward.org. A special video announcement of the awards can also be accessed at www.youtube.com/SydneyTaylorAward, a blog about the awards can be found at www.sydneytaylorbookaward.blogspot.com, and an interview was included on the January episode of "The Book of Life: A Podcast about Jewish People and the Books We Read" at www.jewishbooks.blogspot.com.
